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(57) ABSTRACT

An electro-hydraulic drive system for a work machine which
drives an upper rotary body by controlling a flow rate of a
hydraulic fluid by a control valve, includes an electro-hydrau-
lic pump including a hydraulic pump driven by an engine, and
a first electric motor, and an electro-hydraulic motor includ-
ing a hydraulic motor rotated by the hydraulic oil supplied
from the electro-hydraulic pump, and a second electric motor,
and a controller which determines an operating state of the
first electric motor and an operating state of the second elec-
tric motor based on a load of the electro-hydraulic pump and
a load of the electro-hydraulic motor, and is able to perform
an efficient operation by using a hydraulic pressure (fluid
pressure) and electric power.
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1
ELECTRO-HYDRAULIC DRIVE SYSTEM
FOR A WORK MACHINE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an electro-hydraulic drive
system for driving a structure body mounted to a work
machine or the like, by using a fluid-pressure (hydraulic)
motor and an electric motor. For example, the present inven-
tion relates to an electro-hydraulic drive system using a
hydraulic motor and the electric motor.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, power machineries such as hydraulic
shovels, cranes, wheel loaders, and bulldozers (in specifica-
tion and claims, these power machineries are collectively
referred to as “work machines”) have been employed in vari-
ous fields. For example, a hydraulic shovel will be described.
The hydraulic shovel is configured such that an upper rotary
body (structure body) is mounted to an upper portion of a
lower travelling object, and the upper rotary body includes an
engine, a driver seat, an arm attached with a bucket at a tip end
thereof, a boom coupled to the arm, etc. Thus, the hydraulic
shovel has a great weight. The upper rotary body is rotatable
atthe upper portion of the lower travelling object by operating
a remote control valve provided in the driver seat during a
work, and the bucket attached to the tip end of the arm per-
forms various kinds of works.

Inrecentyears, as one example of the work machines, there
is proposed a work machine including an electric motor as a
drive device for driving the upper rotary body, etc.

For example, there is a work machine in which a hydraulic
pump and a generator/electric motor are mounted in parallel
to a reduction gear device which is driven by an engine as a
driving power source and they are driven, a hydraulic actuator
is driven by a hydraulic oil from the hydraulic pump, electric
power generated in the generator is stored in a battery, and the
generator/electric motor is operated as an electric motor as
necessary (e.g., see Patent Literatures 1, 2).

As another prior art, there is a work machine in which a
hydraulic pump is attached to an engine as a driving power
source, the hydraulic pump is provided with a generator/
electric motor via a reduction gear device or a coupling, a
hydraulic cylinder or a travelling hydraulic motor is driven by
a hydraulic oil from the hydraulic pump driven by a driving
power of the engine, and electric power generated in the
generator is stored in a battery and used to rotate the rotary
electric motor (e.g., see Patent Literatures 2, 3).

As another prior art, there is a work machine in which an
engine as a driving power source and a generator are integral
with each other, a hydraulic cylinder or the like are driven by
a hydraulic oil from a hydraulic pump driven via the genera-
tor, and an upper rotary body is driven by the electric motor
(e.g., Patent Literature 4).

CITATION LISTS
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2005-237178

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2003-9308

Patent Literature 3: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2007-218003
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Patent Literature 4: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2002-275945

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, in the Patent Literature 1, there is a need for the
reduction gear device of a large-size for driving the hydraulic
pump and the generator/electric motor, which results in an
increase in the size of the overall apparatus and a complex
configuration. Because of this, it is difficult to ensure a con-
nection workability of device and reliability. In addition,
components of the devices are great in number, which
requires high manufacturing cost, etc.

In the case of the Patent Literatures 2 and 3, the coupling
and the like are required between the engine and the hydraulic
pump or the generator/electric motor, which results in an
increase in the size of the overall apparatus and complex
configuration. Because of this, it is difficult to ensure a con-
nection workability of devices and reliability, and high manu-
facturing cost, etc. are required.

In the case of Patent Literature 4, although the engine and
the generator are integral with each other to reduce a size, the
engine integral with the generator is a dedicated component.
It is therefore necessary to newly design a drive device and
manufacture components for every individual work machine,
which requires high manufacturing cost and a long manufac-
turing time.

Moreover, in the above prior arts, each of the work
machines is configured such that the rotary body as the struc-
ture body of the work machine is driven only by the electric
motor. In some cases, the rotary body cannot be rotated unless
the generator is driven by the driving power source to gener-
ate the electric power to be stored in the battery. This requires
a long power generation time in the driving power source.
Under the circumstances, it is difficult to efficiently utilize the
driving power in the overall work machine.

Solution to Problem

An object of the present invention is to provide an electro-
hydraulic drive system for a work machine which includes a
hydraulic motor and an electric motor for driving a structure
body of a work machine, and further includes a hydraulic
pump and an electric motor which are driven by a driving
power source, to provide an efficient operation using a
hydraulic pressure (fluid pressure) and electric power and
achieve cost reduction.

To achieve the above described object, according to the
present invention, there is provided an electro-hydraulic drive
system for a work machine which drives a structure body by
controlling a flow rate of a hydraulic fluid by a control valve,
comprising: a supply device which includes a hydraulic pump
driven by a driving power source, and a first electric motor,
and supplies the hydraulic fluid; a drive device which includes
a hydraulic motor rotated by the hydraulic fluid supplied from
the supply device, and a second electric motor, and drives the
support body; and a controller which decides an operating
state of the first electric motor and an operating state of the
second electric motor, based on a load of the supply device
and a load of the drive device. In specification and claims, the
term “operating state of the electric motor” means a state in
which the electric motor operates as “drive unit” or a state in
which the electric motor operates as “generator”. This allows
the structure body of the work machine to be driven by a
hydraulic pressure (fluid pressure) supplied from the hydrau-
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lic pump driven by the driving power source to the hydraulic
motor via the control valve, and power generation or driving
to be performed efficiently by using the first electric motor
and the second electric motor. Thus, it becomes possible to
construct the electro-hydraulic drive system efficiently using
the electric power and the hydraulic pressure (fluid pressure).

The first electric motor may have a generator function of
converting driving power transmitted from the driving power
source into electric energy, and a drive unit function of assist-
ing driving of the hydraulic pump by utilizing the electric
energy; and the controller may perform control to operate the
first electric motor as a generator or a drive unit based on a
state of charge in a charging unit which stores electric power
generated by the generator function and an operating state of
the first electric motor. Since the first electric motor can
operate as the drive unit or the generator according to the state
of charge in the charging unit and the operating state of the
first electric motor, efficient operation can be implemented.

The second electric motor may have a generator function of
converting inertia energy into the electric energy during
deceleration of the hydraulic motor and a drive unit function
of assisting driving of the hydraulic motor by utilizing the
electric energy; and the controller may perform control to
operate the second electric motor as a generator or a drive unit
based on a state of charge in the charging unit which stores the
electric power generated by the generator function and an
operating state of the second electric motor. Since the second
electric motor can operate as the drive unit or the generator
according to the state of charge in the charging unit and the
operating state of the second electric motor, efficient opera-
tion can be implemented. In addition, since one or both of the
first electric motor of the supply device and the second elec-
tric motor of the drive device can operate as the generator(s),
the energy can be recovered efficiently.

The drive device may be configured such that the hydraulic
motor and the second electric motor are integral with each
other; the second electric motor may include a rotor con-
nected to a rotary shaft of the hydraulic motor and a stator
disposed on an outer periphery of the rotor; and the rotor may
be disposed to surround an outer periphery of a casing of the
hydraulic motor such that the rotor is spaced apart a prede-
termined gap from the outer periphery of the casing; and a
bearing for supporting the rotor on the casing and a seal
member for sealing the gap between the rotor and the casing
may be disposed between the rotor and the casing. In accor-
dance with this configuration, since the second electric motor
is disposed at the outer periphery of the hydraulic motor, the
drive device can be configured compactly. In addition, since
the seal member seals the gap between the outer periphery of
the casing of the hydraulic motor and the rotor of the second
electric motor which is disposed to be spaced apart from the
outer periphery of the casing, it becomes possible to prevent
lubricating oil or the like from leaking from the hydraulic
motor into the second electric motor, and hence prevent deg-
radation or the like of performance of the second electric
motor.

The supply device may be configured such that the hydrau-
lic pump and the first electric motor are integral with each
other. In accordance with this configuration, the driving
power source can be provided with the supply device includ-
ing the hydraulic pump and the first electric motor without
significantly changing the conventional mounting structure
for connecting the hydraulic pump to the driving power
source. In addition, the supply device including the hydraulic
pump and the first electric motor can have an integral con-
figuration and can be small-sized. As a result, cost can be
reduced.
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Advantageous Effects of the Invention

In accordance with the present invention, it is possible to
construct a drive system for a work machine which is capable
of operating efficiently by a hydraulic pressure (fluid pres-
sure) and electric power by using a hydraulic motor and an
electric motor which drive a structure body of the work
machine, and a hydraulic pump and an electric motor which
are driven by a driving power source.

In addition, since the hydraulic motor and the electric
motor have an integral configuration, or the hydraulic pump
and the electric motor have an integral configuration, the
device can be reduced in size and cost can be reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an electro-hydraulic
drive system for a work machine of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a hydraulic circuit diagram of the electro-hydrau-
lic drive system of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 3A to 3D are side views schematically showing an
example of a configuration of an electro-hydraulic integrated
supply device in the electro-hydraulic drive system of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 4A to 4C are side views schematically showing
another example of the configuration of the electro-hydraulic
integrated supply device in the electro-hydraulic drive system
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of an electro-hydraulic
integrated drive device in the electro-hydraulic drive system
of FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present invention will
be described with reference to the drawings. In the embodi-
ment described below, as an example of “hydraulic fluid”,
“hydraulic oil” will be described. As an example of a work
machine, a hydraulic shovel including a hydraulic cylinder, a
traveling hydraulic motor, an upper rotary body, etc. will be
described. Further, in the embodiment, an electro-hydraulic
drive system including an electro-hydraulic integrated supply
device (hereinafter referred to as “electro-hydraulic pump™)
in which a hydraulic pump is integral with a first electric
motor, and an electro-hydraulic integrated drive device (here-
inafter referred to as “electro-hydraulic motor”) in which a
hydraulic pump is integral with a second electric motor, will
be described, for example.

As shown in FIG. 1, an electro-hydraulic drive system 1 of
the present embodiment includes an engine 2 which is a
driving power source, an electro-hydraulic pump 3 driven by
the engine 2, a control valve 6 for controlling a flow rate of the
hydraulic oil discharged from a hydraulic pump 4 of the
electro-hydraulic pump 3, a first electric motor 5 of the elec-
tro-hydraulic pump 3, a charging unit 8 charged with electric
power generated in the first electric generator 5 via a control-
ler 7, and an electro-hydraulic motor 9 (electro-hydraulic
rotary motor) which is driven by the hydraulic oil from the
control valve 6 and the electric power supplied via the con-
troller 7. As will be described later, the electro-hydraulic
motor 9 includes a hydraulic motor 10 driven by the hydraulic
oil from the control valve 6 and a second electric motor 11
driven by the electric power supplied via the controller 7.

The hydraulic oil supplied from the electro-hydraulic
pump 3 is supplied via the control valve 6 to, for example, a
hydraulic cylinder for extension and contraction of a boom, a
driving hydraulic motor 15, etc., to drive them. The electro-
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hydraulic motor 9 is also driven by the hydraulic oil supplied
via the control valve 6 and rotates an upper rotary body 16.

The electro-hydraulic motor 9 has a function of generating
electric power by utilizing inertia of the upper rotary body,
etc. The generated electric power is charged into the charging
unit 8 via the controller 7.

The electric power charged into the charging unit 8 is
utilized as an assist driving power for driving the second
electric motor 11 of the electro-hydraulic motor 9 and an
assist driving power for driving the first electric motor 5 of the
electro-hydraulic pump 3, via the controller 7, as necessary.

As shown in FIG. 2, a hydraulic circuit in the electro-
hydraulic drive system 1 of the present embodiment is con-
figured to determine a rotational direction and a rotational
speed of the upper rotary body depending on a tilting direc-
tion, a tilting angle, a tilting speed, etc., of a tilting handle 21
attached to a remote control valve 20 which determines an
operation amount such as the rotational direction, the rota-
tional speed, etc., of the upper rotary body. Regarding an
operation amount of the remote control valve 20, a differen-
tial pressure between right and left ports which is detected by
a pressure sensor 22 is input to the controller 7 as a speed
command (revolution command) for rotating the rotary body.
Meanwhile, the hydraulic motor 10 of the electro-hydraulic
motor 9is also driven by the hydraulic oil discharged from the
hydraulic pump 4 of the electro-hydraulic pump 3. The
hydraulic oil is supplied from the hydraulic pump 4 to oil
passages 24 and 25 in the hydraulic motor circuit 23 via the
control valve 6. Through the oil passages 24 and 25, the
hydraulic oil is supplied to a suction port of the hydraulic
motor 10. The control valve 6 controls a flow rate of the
hydraulic oil supplied to the hydraulic motor circuit 23. The
suction port and a discharge port of the hydraulic motor 10 are
reversed in position depending on the rotational direction.

The hydraulic motor circuit 23 is provided with electro-
magnetic relief valves 26 for avoiding a loss generated at a
discharge side of the hydraulic motor 10, during deceleration
of the hydraulic motor 10. The electromagnetic relief valves
26 are opened during deceleration of the hydraulic motor 10,
thereby allowing the second electric motor 11 to recover
regenerative electric power efficiently by utilizing inertia
energy of the hydraulic motor 10. Since the hydraulic oil
flows in opposite directions during forward rotation and back-
ward rotation of the hydraulic motor 1, the electromagnetic
relief valves 26 are directed to the oil passages 24 and 25,
respectively. Furthermore, between the oil passages 24 and
25, there are provided relief valves 27 for operating so that the
hydraulic oil is released to a tank 29 when a pressure exceeds
a pressure during normal use, and check valves 28 for suc-
tioning the oil from the tank 29 when the an amount of the oil
circulated in the oil passages 24 and 25 is reduced.

In the present embodiment, to control an amount of the
hydraulic oil by the control valve 6, electromagnetic pres-
sure-reducing valves 31 are provided in the pilot ports 30
(rotary sections) of the control valve 6. To the electromag-
netic pressure-reducing valves 31, a secondary pressure of the
remote control valve 20 is guided as a primary pressure.

The control valve 6 is controlled by using the electromag-
netic pressure-reducing valves 31 based on an opening degree
control signal from the controller 7 so that the hydraulic oil
with an amount corresponding to the operation amount of the
remote control valve 20 is supplied to the hydraulic motor 10.
The controller 7 controls the opening degrees of the electro-
magnetic pressure-reducing, valves 31 by controlling the
control valve 6 with a pilot pressure derived by reducing a
pilot oil pressure (secondary pressure) supplied from the
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remote control valve 20 by the electromagnetic pressure-
reducing valves 31, in response to the operation amount of the
remote control valve 20

Pressure sensors 35 are attached to the suction port and the
discharge port of the hydraulic motor 10, respectively. A
differential pressure between the pressures detected by the
pressure sensors 35 is input to the controller 7 as a differential
pressure feedback. Based on this differential pressure feed-
back, the controller 7 estimates torque to be generated in the
hydraulic motor 10 (reverse torque when a signal of the dif-
ferential pressure feedback is a negative signal).

The second electric motor 11 is connected to the charging
unit 8 for storing the electric power via the controller 7. The
controller 7 is configured to provide communication of the
electric power between the charging unit 8 and the second
electric motor 11. During acceleration of the hydraulic motor
10 to rotate the upper rotary body, the controller 7 discharges
the electric power from the charging unit 8 and supplies the
electric power to the second electric motor 11 cooperating
with the hydraulic motor 10. On the other hand, during decel-
eration of the hydraulic motor 10, the controller 7 causes the
second electric motor 11 to perform a regenerative action to
brake the hydraulic motor 10 and charges the generated
regenerative electric power into the charging unit 8. In this
way, the controller 7 issues a rotation command to the second
electric motor 11 cooperating with the hydraulic motor 10
during acceleration of the hydraulic motor 10, while the con-
troller 7 issues a regenerative command to the second electric
motor 11 to brake the hydraulic motor 10 during deceleration.

Further, the second electric motor 11 is attached with a
revolution sensor 36. The revolution sensor 36 detects revo-
Iutions (number of revolutions) and inputs the detected revo-
Iutions to the controller 7 as speed feedback. Based on the
speed feedback, the controller 7 calculates an acceleration
velocity from a difference between actual revolutions and the
speed command (revolution command) from the remote con-
trol valve 20.

The first electric motor 5 of the electro-hydraulic pump 3 is
attached with a revolution sensor 37. The revolution sensor 37
detects revolutions (number of revolutions) and inputs the
detected revolutions to the controller 7 as revolution feed-
back. Based on the revolution feedback, the controller 7 cal-
culates an accurate discharge amount of the hydraulic pump
4. The controller 7 outputs a tilting command for tilting the
hydraulic pump 4 and the revolution command to the engine
2.

Based on the speed command (revolution signal) of the
differential pressure signal based on the operation amount of
the remote control valve 20, the differential pressure feedback
(torque signal) based on the differential pressure signal of the
hydraulic motor 10, the speed feedback (actual revolutions)
based on the revolution signal of the second electric motor 11,
and the revolution feedback (actual discharge amount) based
on the revolution signal of the first electric motor 5, the
controller 7 rotates the second electric motor 11 to gain torque
required for the electro-hydraulic motor 9 and sends the open-
ing degree control signal to the electromagnetic pressure-
reducing valves 31 to compensate for deficiency of the torque
of the second electric motor 11, thereby controlling the con-
trol valve 6. Further, the controller 7 controls the tilting opera-
tion of the hydraulic pump 4 and the operating state of the first
electric motor 5, as necessary.

The controller 7 controls the electromagnetic pressure-
reducing valves 31 of the control valve 6 in such a manner
that, when it is determined that the remote control valve 20
has been operated and the hydraulic motor 10 is to be accel-
erated, and electric energy which enables the operation of the



US 9,109,586 B2

7

second electric motor 11 is stored in the charging unit 8, the
second electric motor 11 is driven preferentially by this elec-
tric energy. Thus, the hydraulic motor 10 driven by the
hydraulic oil supplied via the control valve 6 controlled as
described above compensates for deficiency of the torque.

On the other hand, when it is determined that the remote
control valve 20 has been operated and the hydraulic motor 10
is to be decelerated, the controller 7 causes the second electric
motor 11 to perform the regenerative reaction to convert
inertia energy into electric energy to charge the regenerative
electric power into the charging unit 8. In a case where the
driving power generated in the engine 2 is more than neces-
sary, the first electric motor 5 of the electro-hydraulic pump 3
is operated as the generator, and the generated electric power
is charged into the charging unit 8.

As described above, since the controller 7 is capable of
controlling the control valve 6, the first electric motor 5 and
the second electric motor 11 based on the signal from the
remote control valve 20, the signal from the electro-hydraulic
pump 3 and the signal from the electro-hydraulic motor 9, the
electro-hydraulic motor 9 and the electro-hydraulic pump 3
can be controlled efficiently depending on the operating states
of the devices. Thus, it is possible to construct the electro-
hydraulic drive system 1 with an improved energy efficiency.
That is, depending on the operating state of the electro-hy-
draulic pump 3 and the operating state of the electro-hydrau-
lic motor 9, the controller 7 controls the electromagnetic
pressure-reducing valves 31 of the control valve 6 to adjust
the amount of the hydraulic oil, and causes the first electric
motor 5 and the second electric motor 11 to perform the
power generation operation or the driving operation. In this
way, the electro-hydraulic drive system 1 can realize an effi-
cient operation using the electric power and the hydraulic
pressure (fluid pressure).

FIG. 3 shows an example of a configuration of the electro-
hydraulic pump 3 (electro-hydraulic integrated supply
device). For example, in a case where two hydraulic pumps
are arranged in series, in the example of FIG. 3A, the first
electric motor 5 is disposed at the engine 2 side (at the left side
in FIG. 3A) with respect to the hydraulic pump 4, arotor 41 of
the first electric motor 5 is attached to a rotary shaft 40 and a
stator 42 is disposed at the outer periphery of the rotor 41. In
the example of FIG. 3B, the first electric motor 5 is disposed
between the two hydraulic pumps 4, the rotor 41 of the first
electric motor 5 is attached to the rotary shaft 40 and the stator
42 is disposed at the outer periphery of the rotor 41. In the
example of FIG. 3C, the first the first electric motor 5 is
disposed at an opposite side of the engine 2 with respect to the
hydraulic pump 4, the rotor 41 of the first electric motor 5 is
attached to the rotary shaft 40 extended and the stator 42 is
disposed at the outer periphery of the rotor 41. In the example
of FIG. 3D, the first electric motor 5 is connected to a power
take-off (hereinafter referred to as “PTO”) mounted in the
hydraulic pump 4, the rotor 41 is connected to a PTO shaft 43
and the stator 42 is disposed at the outré periphery of the rotor
41.

FIG. 4 shows another example of the configuration of the
electro-hydraulic pump 3 (electro-hydraulic integrated sup-
ply device). For example, in a case where two hydraulic
pumps 4 are arranged in parallel, in the example of FIG. 4A,
the first electric motor 5 is disposed at the engine 2 side (at the
left side in FIG. 4A) with respect to the hydraulic pump 4, the
rotor 41 of the first electric motor 5 is attached to the rotary
shaft 40 and the stator 42 is disposed at the outer periphery of
the rotor 41. In the example of FIG. 4B, the first the first
electric motor 5 is disposed at an opposite side of the engine
2 with respect to the hydraulic pump 4, the rotor 41 of the first
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electric motor 5 is attached to the rotary shaft 40 extended and
the stator 42 is disposed at the outer periphery of the rotor 41.
In the example of FIG. 4C, the first electric motor 5 is con-
nected to the PTO mounted in the hydraulic pump 4, the rotor
41 is connected to the PTO shaft 43 and the stator 42 is
disposed at the outer periphery of the rotor 41.

In accordance with the configurations shown in FIGS. 3
and 4, the hydraulic pump 4 can be provided with the first
electric motor 5 without significantly changing a mounting
structure with respect to the engine 2 as compared to a con-
ventional configuration. Therefore, for example, by replacing
the hydraulic pump in the work machine in use, with the
electro-hydraulic pump 3 (electro-hydraulic integrated sup-
ply device), it becomes possible to easily implement an effi-
cient operation while suppressing a fuel consumption amount
in the drive system.

As shown in FIG. 5, in the present embodiment, the electro-
hydraulic motor 9 (electro-hydraulic integrated drive device)
includes the second electric motor 11 which is coupled to a
reduction gear device 50 provided with a gear 51 for rotating
the upper rotary body and rotates an output shaft 70 through
which a driving power is transmitted to an input shaft 52 of the
reduction gear device 50, and the hydraulic motor 10 for
rotating a rotary shaft 60 disposed coaxially with the output
shaft 70. The reduction gear device 50 of this example is
mountable to a device by a mounting flange 53.

The hydraulic motor 10 is a swash plate piston motor of a
fixed capacity type. The hydraulic motor 10 includes the
rotary shaft 60, a cylinder block 61, a plurality of pistons 62
and a swash plate 63 and is accommodated in a casing 64. The
rotary shaft 60 is disposed within the casing 64 in a state in
which one end portion at the output shaft 70 side protrudes
outward. The rotary shaft 60 is rotatably supported by the
casing 14 at both end portions by bearings 65, respectively.
The cylinder block 61 of a cylindrical shape is fitted to the
other end portion of the rotary shaft 60 by splining or the like
such that the cylinder block 61 is rotatable together with the
rotary shaft 60. The cylinder block 61 is provided with a
plurality of piston chambers 66 formed at equal intervals in a
circumferential direction. Each piston chamber 66 opens atan
end portion of the cylinder block 61 at the swash plate 63 side
and opens at the other end portion of the cylinder block 61 via
the cylinder port 67. The piston 62 is inserted into each piston
chamber 66 from the direction of the swash plate 62.

The piston 42 reciprocates within the piston chamber 66. A
spherical outer surface of one end portion of the piston 62 is
mounted to a shoe 68 disposed at the swash plate 63. The
swash plate 63 is disposed at the rotary shaft 60 at the output
shaft 70 side rather than the cylinder block 61 and is mounted
to the casing 64 with a predetermination inclination angle
with respect to an axis L of the rotary shaft 60.

In accordance with the hydraulic motor 10 configured as
described above, the hydraulic oil is supplied to the piston
chamber 66 via the suction port, and the supplied hydraulic
oil is discharged from the piston chamber 66 via the discharge
port, thereby allowing the piston 62 to reciprocate. The swash
plate 63 is inclined with the predetermined inclination angle.
Because of this, when the piston 62 reciprocates, the shoe 68
slides on the swash plate 63 and the cylinder block 61 rotates
around the axis L. Since the cylinder block 61 rotates together
with the rotary shaft 60, the rotary shaft 60 rotates according
to the rotation of the cylinder block 61.

The second electric motor 11 is mounted integrally to the
hydraulic motor 10 configured as described above. The sec-
ond electric motor 11 is a three-phase synchronous electric
motor. The second electric motor 11 includes the output shaft
70, the rotator 71, and the stator 72, which are accommodated
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in a housing 3. The housing 3 has a bottomed cylinder shape
and is positioned at an outer peripheral of the casing 64 of the
hydraulic motor 10. An outward flange 69 protruding radially
outward is provided over the entire axial intermediate portion
of'an outer peripheral surface of the casing 64, and an opening
end portion 74 of the housing 73 is fastened to the outward
flange 69.

In the above described manner, the second electric motor
11 is mounted integrally to the outer periphery of the hydrau-
lic motor 10 in such a manner that a portion of the electric
motor 11 where the rotary shaft 60 of the hydraulic motor 10
protrudes outward is accommodated in the housing 73 coaxi-
ally with the output shaft 70 and these are coupled together by
splining, or the like, to be rotatable together, and the second
electric motor 11 is positioned to surround the hydraulic
motor 10.

A support section 75 of the rotator 71 is supported at the
end portion of the casing 64 at the output shaft 70 side by
means a bearing 80 in a location spaced apart a predetermined
gap from the outer periphery. In the present embodiment, the
support section 75 of the rotor 71 is provided integrally with
the output shaft 70, and this portion of the output shaft 70 is
supported by the housing 73 by means of a bearing 81.

A seal member 82 is provided at the bearing 80 in a location
of the second electric motor side (stator side) to seal a gap
between the support section 75 of the rotor 71 and the casing
64. The seal member 82 provided at the bearing 80 in the
location of the second electric motor side prevents the oil in
the interior of the hydraulic motor 10 from leaking into a
space between the rotor 71 and the stator 72 in the second
electric motor 11 via the bearing 80. In addition to this, a seal
member 83 is provided at the bearing 81 in a location at the
second electric motor side. The seal member 83 provided at
the bearing 81 in the location at the second electric motor side
prevents the oil in the interior of the reduction gear device 50
from leaking into a space between the rotor 71 and the stator
72 in the second electric motor 11 via the bearing 81. In this
way, it is possible to prevent the oil from leaking into the
space between the rotor and the stator in the second electric
motor 11, which would otherwise degrade performance of the
electric motor.

In accordance with the electro-hydraulic motor 9 config-
ured as described above, the second electric motor 11 can be
mounted compactly to the hydraulic motor 10, which can
reduce components in number and hence cost. In addition,
since the oil in the hydraulic motor 10 does not leak into the
interior of the second electric motor 10, the operation can be
carried out without reducing the efficiency of the hydraulic
motor 10 and the second electric motor 11. Moreover, since a
driving ratio or like between the hydraulic motor 10 and the
second electric motor 11 is controlled efficiently, an energy
efficiency can be improved.

As described above, in accordance with the electro-hy-
draulic drive system 1, the controller 7 can perform selective
control for the hydraulic pump 4 and the first electric motor 5,
the control valve 6, or the hydraulic motor 10 and the second
electric motor 11 depending on the operating states of the
work machine including the upper rotary body, etc., by using
the electro-hydraulic pump 3 (supply device) including the
hydraulic pump 4 and the first electric motor 5 and the electro-
hydraulic motor 9 (drive device) including the hydraulic
motor 10 and the second electric motor 11. Therefore, the
electro-hydraulic pump 3 and the electro-hydraulic motor 9
can be operated efficiently depending on the operating states
of the devices. As a result, it is possible to construct the
electro-hydraulic drive system 1 with an improved energy
efficiency.
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In addition, even when the second electric motor 11 of the
electro-hydraulic motor 9 is disenabled, the hydraulic motor
10 can drive the upper rotary body, etc. Thus, it becomes
possible to construct the electro-hydraulic drive system 1
with high reliability. In addition, since each of the electro-
hydraulic pump 3 and the electro-hydraulic motor 9 is
reduced in size and has an integral configuration, it becomes
possible to construct the electro-hydraulic drive system 1
with high reliability and low cost.

Although in the present embodiment, the hydraulic shovel
including the hydraulic motor 10, the traveling hydraulic
motor, the upper rotary body, etc., has been described as the
work machine, the work machine is not limited to the above
described embodiment, so long as that work machine uses the
electro-hydraulic supply device and the electro-hydraulic
drive device.

Although in the present embodiment, the electro-hydraulic
pump 3 has an integral configuration and the electro-hydrau-
lic motor 9 has an integral configuration, they need not have
the integral configuration. The hydraulic pump 4 and the first
electric motor 5 may be arranged in parallel, and the hydraulic
motor 10 and the second electric motor 11 may be arranged in
parallel.

Moreover, the present embodiment is merely exemplary,
and can be changed within a spirit of a scope of the invention.
The present invention is not limited to the above described
embodiment.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

An electro-hydraulic drive system of the present invention
is used in a work machine configured such that a structure
body is driven by a hydraulic motor and an electric motor.

REFERENCE SIGNS LISTS

1 electro-hydraulic drive system

2 engine (driving power source)

3 electro-hydraulic pump (supply device)

4 hydraulic pump

5 first electric motor

6 control valve

7 controller

8 charging unit

9 electro-hydraulic motor (drive device)

10 hydraulic motor

11 second electric motor

22, 35 pressure sensor

36, 37 revolution sensor

60 rotary shaft

62 piston

63 swash plate

64 casing

65 bearing

70 output shaft

71 rotor

72 stator

73 housing

82, 83 seal member

L axis

The invention claimed is:

1. An electro-hydraulic drive system for a work machine
which drives a structure body by controlling a flow rate of a
hydraulic fluid by a control valve, comprising:

a supply device which includes a hydraulic pump driven by

a driving power source, and a first electric motor, and
supplies the hydraulic fluid;
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a drive device which includes a hydraulic motor rotated by
the hydraulic fluid supplied from the supply device, and
a second electric motor, and drives the structure body;
and

a controller which decides an operating state of the first

electric motor and an operating state of the second elec-
tric motor, based on a load of the supply device and a
load of the drive device;

wherein the first electric motor has a first generator func-

tion of converting driving power transmitted from the
driving power source into electric energy, and a drive
unit function of assisting driving of the hydraulic pump
by utilizing the electric energy,

wherein the second electric motor has a second generator

function of converting inertia energy into the electric
energy during deceleration of the hydraulic motor and a
drive unit function of assisting driving of the hydraulic
motor by utilizing the electric energy; and

wherein the controller performs control to operate each of

the first electric motor and the second electric motor as a
generator or a drive unit based on a state of charge in a
charging unit which stores electric power generated by
the first and second generator functions, the load of the
supply device, and the load of the drive device.

2. An electro-hydraulic drive system for a work machine
which drives a structure body by controlling a flow rate of a
hydraulic fluid by a control valve, comprising:

asupply device which includes a hydraulic pump driven by

the driving power source, and a first electric motor, and
supplies the hydraulic fluid;

a drive device which includes a hydraulic motor rotated by

the hydraulic fluid supplied from the supply device, and
a second electric motor, and drives the structure body;
and

a controller which decides an operating state of the first

electric motor and an operating state of the second elec-
tric motor, based on a load of the supply device and a
load of the drive device;

wherein the drive device is configured such that the hydrau-

lic motor and the second electric motor are integral with
each other;

wherein the second electric motor includes a rotor con-

nected to a rotary shaft of the hydraulic motor and a
stator disposed on an outer periphery of the rotor; and
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wherein the rotor is disposed to surround an outer periph-
ery of a casing of the hydraulic motor such that the rotor
is spaced apart a predetermined gap from the outer
periphery of the casing; and
wherein a bearing for supporting the rotor on the casing and
a seal member for sealing the gap between the rotor and
the casing are disposed between the rotor and the casing.
3. The electro-hydraulic drive system for the work machine
according to claim 1,
wherein the supply device is configured such that the
hydraulic pump and the first electric motor are integral
with each other.
4. The electro-hydraulic drive system for the work machine
according to claim 1,
wherein the drive device is configured such that the hydrau-
lic motor and the second electric motor are integral with
each other;
wherein the second electric motor includes a rotor con-
nected to a rotary shaft of the hydraulic motor and a
stator disposed on an outer periphery of the rotor; and
wherein the rotor is disposed to surround an outer periph-
ery of a casing of the hydraulic motor such that the rotor
is spaced apart a predetermined gap from the outer
periphery of the casing; and
wherein a bearing for supporting the rotor on the casing and
a seal member for sealing the gap between the rotor and
the casing are disposed between the rotor and the casing.
5. The electro-hydraulic drive system for the work machine
according to claim 2,
wherein the supply device is configured such that the
hydraulic pump and the first electric motor are integral
with each other.
6. The electro-hydraulic drive system for the work machine
according to claim 1,
wherein the supply device is configured such that the
hydraulic pump and the first electric motor are integral
with each other.
7. The electro-hydraulic drive system for the work machine
according to claim 4,
wherein the supply device is configured such that the
hydraulic pump and the first electric motor are integral
with each other.



